The Easter lily is of great importance to florists, its bulbs being largely imported from Bermuda and Japan. The imported bulbs, however, are not satisfactory, and if the industry of forcing these plants so that they will be in flower at Easter is to be continued it will be necessary to produce the bulbs in this country. The problem of producing these bulbs in the United States has been studied for some years by members of the staff of this Bureau, and the accompanying paper summarizes the information on the subject to date. Mr. Oliver has shown that healthy bulbs can be readily and profitably produced in this country and that disease-resistant strains can easily be maintained. To insure the production of seed, the flowers must be artificially pollinated, as capsules are rarely formed without this operation.
(PI. IV, fig. 2 .) The pollen is not scattered by wind to any extent and insects evidently visit the flowers without accomplishing a satisfactory transfer of pollen from the stamen to the stigmas; therefore recourse must be had to hand pollination. This consists in taking three or four stamens between the thumb and forefinger and rubbing the anthers, which are copiously supplied with pollen, against the viscid surface of the stigmas. It is best to transfer the pollen from the flowers of one plant to those of another, as the flowers then set seed better than when the pollen of one flower is transferred to the stigma of the same flower or to other flowers on the same plant.
The best time to select pollen is when the anthers have shrunk considerably and the pollen adheres to them in great masses. This should be applied to the stigmas shortly after the segments of the flowers open; the stigmatic surface will then be covered with a viscid substance which enables the pollen to adhere very easily. After pollinating the flowers on outdoor-grown plants it is advisable to cover them with paper bags. This is not necessary with plants grown in the greenhouse.
AVlien the flower is ready for pollen it usually occupies a horizontal position, and wdien the pollen has performed its mission the capsule gradually assumes an uj^right position (PI. IV, fig. 2 ), indicating that fertilization of the ovules has taken place. Not more than four capsules should be allowed to mature on one plant, as the production of seed seems to be a considerable drain on its resources.
The time required to ripen seed outdoors varies with the climatic conditions. In a greenhouse the seed ripens in about two months after fertilization is effected. Those plants which set seed do not go to rest at the same period as those without seed capsules, but remain fresh and green for several weeks after the others have matured. 
